INFORMATION FOR PROPOSED EXPORTERS OF FUNRITURE
RAWCS co-ordinator Graeme Boler (gboler@hansenyuncken.com.au, 0410 228 543)
The export of donated furniture is very worthwhile. The opportunity created by the Department of Education and Training (DET) combined with Rotary International has been a wonderful chance to provide education facilities in developing countries without wasting any money in Australia. The cost of the packing of containers, the transport in Australia and the shipping is paid for by DET. This cost is less than the estimated cost of recycling the materials in Australia in the vast majority of cases.
Costs associated with the import and distribution at the foreign end is not covered under this scheme.
The steps in the process of exporting the furniture

Please provide the details set out in the attached form - Port of Discharge, Importer and Clearance agent. 

1. Importers - We have generally found that the best importer is a Rotary club in the port city/town. The reason for this is that the customs authorities are concerned about donated goods. If there is a suspicion that the goods will be sold than customs want to charge import duties.

2. Clearance Agents – It is important to provide a trustworthy company who is experienced in importing goods and understands the intricacies of dealing with authorities in the country. Each country has its own set rules and regulations. We do not want to have containers left on the wharf for any length of time as this incurs costs and there are no funds in this program to pay for removal.
3. Planning - We will establish an appropriate time to send the containers for you and we will put your request into the program.

4. Ship Sailing - We will advise you when the conatiners are shipped from Australian port.

5. Foreign Port - Then it is up to you to get your team in the foreign port to be ready for receiving of the cargo.

6. School Details - The next step is to obtain the receiving school’s details – School name; school address; school phone number; principal’s name, email address.

7. Photos - Obtain photos for promotion – this is another important step. Each photo is unique and valuable to promote the program and the school. Ideally, get before during and after shots 

8. Bridge Building Communication – There is a great opportunity to build bridges between Australia and the foreign country through the goodwill component. Encourage and continue to encourage schools to participate. There will be obstacles which we need to jump but dedicated people will do this.

9. Report Back – It is important to get a written report back telling of the success and any way that subsequent shipments can be improved. Please email details to gboler@hansenyuncken.com.au I would appreciate a report from:

· the exporter, 

· the importer 

· and the schools

